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his quality as a skilful debater. James Parton, a
popular writer, had published a little book entitled
" Smoking and Drinking/' in which he sought to
maintain the two theses, that the coming man
would not smoke, nor would he drink wine, It was
a very superficial work made up of illogical asser-
tions and perversion of much physiological knowl-
edge; yet it was warmly welcomed by anti-tobacco
and temperance reformers, as a conclusive argu-
ment against: the use of tobacco and of alcohol in
any form or degree whatever,

Fiske's attention an critic, or public reviewer
was called to the book; and, as in his psycho-
physiological investigations he had given, much
attention to the effects of narcotics upon the hu-
man organism, he thought the great importance of
temperance in the use of tobacco and alcohol could
be much more convincingly shown, through a clear
and popular presentation of the laws of physiologi-
cal action in regard to these two narcotics, than
through the heated assertions of ignorant social
reformers who denied all virtue to them whatever
in pharmacology, and who saw in their use the
source* of all social ills, Accordingly he took Mr,
Parton's essay under consideration, and applying
to it sound physiological and pathological knowl-
edge combined with common sense, he so com-
pletely shattered its contention that no rejoinder
was attempted*

Fkke's essay was published by his Mend Henry
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